
Minutes of the Cross Party Group on Disability 

held on 7th March 2018 at Ty Hywel, Cardiff 
 

 

Present: Miranda Evans (Disability Wales), Martyn Jones (Tai Pawb), Peter 

Jones (Guide Dogs UK), Jon Day (Social Care Wales), Jamie Westcombe 

(EHRC), Nathan Davies (Presenter), Simon Green (Presenter), Owen Williams 

(Wales Council of the Blind), Rebecca Phillips (Wales Council of the Blind - 

minutes), Rhian Davies (Disability Wales), Wendy Ashton (Disability Wales), 

Trevor Palmer, Zoe Richards (Learning Disability Wales), William Fawcett, Heidi 

Lythgoe, Adele Rose-Morgan, Danni Richards (Children in Wales), Tim Ruscoe 

(Barnardos), Joe Powell (All Wales People First), Karen Warner (Learning 

Disability Wales), Felix Shi (Disability Wales), Jayne Simonson (Whizz Kids), 

Wendy Hobbs, Tony Curtis MBE, Lynne Neagle AM, Suzy Davies AM. 

 

Apologies: Mark Isherwood AM, Llyr Gruffydd AM, Siân Gwenllian AM, Bethan 

Sayed AM, Simon Thomas AM 

 

1. Welcome and Introductions 

OW chaired the meeting in Mark Isherwood AM’s absence. MI was unable to 

attend due to a family bereavement and the group passed on their condolences. 

 

The Chair gave a brief outline of the purpose of the Group. 

 

2. Minutes of the previous meeting held on 18th October 2017. 

The minutes were approved as an accurate record. 

 

Proposed: Rhian Davies 

Seconder: Trevor Palmer 

 

3. Matters arising from the minutes. 

There were no matters arising from the minutes. 

 

4. Talks: 

 

Access Certification - Simon Green, Bridgend Coalition of Disabled People 

Bridgend Coalition for Disabled People have come up with the idea of an Access 

Certificate which is a scoring system for public places based on their accessibility 

for people with disabilities. Similar to the Food Hygiene Certificate, premises 

would be rated from 0 to 5. The numbers will also be accompanied by symbols 



representing the access measures they have in place such as large print menus, 

accessible toilet facilities, staff training, hearing loop and so on. Displaying the 

rating and symbols in the front window will inform visitors whether their access 

requirements will be supported prior to entering. 

 

Simon felt the idea could eventually be adopted by transport companies, informing 

passengers how many wheelchair spaces they have, whether there are 

audio/video announcements and so on. 

 

The petition was registered with Welsh Government in November and Simon was 

pleased to note that several Assembly Members and Members of Parliament have 

given their support to the idea. 

 

The rating system will be fair and will be relative to the size and type of business 

but it will also look at the practical limitations. Some businesses will occupy listed 

buildings and are therefore unable to make certain adaptions. However, they 

could provide a hearing loop, large print menus or ensure their staff have received 

disability equality training. 

 

A working party will be set up to develop the idea and Simon invited disabled 

people to join. 

 

He hopes the petition will reach the 5000 signatures needed to enable a debate in 

the Senedd. If the idea is approved, a short booklet would be produced to inform 

businesses on various ways in which they can improve accessibility and signpost 

them to organisations that can help them achieve it. Simon also recognised that 

funding would be required to run the project. 

 

To finish, Simon added that the Petitions Committee has referred it to the Minister 

for Social Services, Huw Irranca-Davies and that they are awaiting a response. 

The petition is open until the end of March.  

 

Simon agreed to circulate his contact details, the certificate and the link to the 

online petition. 

 

Comments from the floor:  

Children in Wales informed the group that they run a project called 'Young Wales' 

whereby young people assess local authority services and write a report. DR felt 

something similar could be implemented. In terms of raising funds, suggestions 

included the 'Can Do' project.  

 



Following the Changing Places project, the Technical Advice Note 12 was issued. 

However, this was not passed and the group felt it should support the access 

campaign. 

 

There were suggestions to keep it simple and achievable to encourage 

businesses to sign up to it. The group were reminded that the Equality Act 

protects disabled people from discrimination and businesses have had decades to 

address the issue and that it is important not to loose sight of the fact that they are 

rights that disabled people already have. However, it remains the individual’s 

responsibility to challenge cases. 

 

SD informed the group that a short non-party political debate took place to obtain 

preliminary findings from the Cabinet Secretary. He gave strong indications that 

he was supportive of the idea and invited the Cross Party Group on Disability to 

start thinking about how it can be delivered. She felt it was an opportunity for the 

sector to take charge and encouraged the group to run it rather than passing it 

over to a Health Authority. The principle has received Cross Party support. 

 

A disaster waiting to happen - the impending closure of the Welsh 

Independent Living Grant - Nathan Davies 

In December 2012, the Conservative Government decided to close the 

Independent Living Grant and interim arrangements have been agreed with Local 

Authorities. The fund’s purpose was to help those with high care and support 

needs to live independently. There are currently 1,300 recipients of the fund in 

Wales.  

 

Welsh Government circulated a consultation on how the fund should continue to 

fund former recipients. Some of the options included setting up an independent 

living scheme in Wales, similar to Scotland and Northern Ireland and transferring 

responsibility and funding to local authorities. Nathan is campaigning to support 

the setting up an independent living scheme in Wales. 

 

RD added that due to Nathan’s campaigning, the Minister is instigating a survey to 

be carried out of existing recipients, to get a better idea of their experiences. 

Welsh Government is keen to involve disability organisations to construct the 

survey and to help circulate it across Wales.  

 

The Chair thanked Nathan for his talk and will ask Mark Isherwood AM for his 

thoughts on how to take the issue forward. He encouraged everyone to support 

the survey and to help to gather responses. 

 



Action: CPGD to circulate the survey to members. 

 

Disabled Children’s Partnership - Sally Robinson, Public Affairs Manager 

The Disabled Children’s Partnership was launched in February 2017 in England. It 

was established as a result of issues being identified around improving health and 

social care for disabled children, young people and their families. They felt there 

was not enough services, the services in place weren’t always good enough and 

accessing the them wasn’t as easy as it should be. A total of 59 organisations are 

involved in the partnership.  

 

In June 2017, they launched their first campaign called ‘Secret Life of Us’, 

primarily to share stories of families with disabled children. The Campaign 

identified that 40% of the public didn’t know anyone with a disability and 97% of 

parents they spoke to felt the public do not understand the challenges they face 

every day.  

 

In November, they launched their 5-step plan, their manifesto, in the House of 

Commons. They are campaigning for Government to support families raising 

disabled children and young people by following 5 steps. Step 1: Make disabled 

children a priority; Step 2: Review current funding step; Step 3: Clarify existing 

rights; Step 4: Create a fund and Step 5: Change the system. 

 

Sally hoped the 5-step plan was something that could be implemented in Wales. 

 

Comments included:  

DR  reported that the threshold for accessing services has increased since the 

implementation of the Social Services and Wellbeing Act. 

 

PJ felt that it was a good idea but won’t fit in Wales because there is different 

legislation. He expressed concerns that services are being cut to children with 

sight loss. 

 

United Nations on the Rights of Disabled People - Rhian Davies 

The first review took place last year and resulted in a damning report for the UK. A 

total of 77 recommendations were made to the UK Government. A summary of 

the concluding observations are available online on the Equality and Human 

Rights Commission website. Disability Wales are a part of a Coalition of Disabled 

People’s organisations monitoring the implementation of disabled people’s rights 

under the Convention and monitor how the UK Government and devolved 

governments are responding to the 77 recommendations. RD was disappointed to 

report that six months down the line, there has been no initial response from the 



UK government to the report. As a result, they have collectively issued a public 

letter to the Prime Minister raising concerns with the lack of response and calling 

for a meeting. The letter was published on 28th February, copies of which were 

circulated to those present. There has been no formal response received to date, 

however the DWP did issue a press statement, stating that the UK Government 

will publish a response later in the year, while No. 10 will respond to the 

Coalition’s letter in due course.  

 

In Wales, Welsh Government's main approach to fulfilling the Convention’s 

obligations is through the Framework for Action on Independent Living. The 

document was recently reviewed and a revised draft has been produced. RD felt 

the document requires further development with more robust and measurable 

actions. RD will be meeting with Julie James AM to discuss the Framework and 

the Convention and encouraging an early publication of a more robust 

Framework. RD will keep the group updated.  

 

The Chair asked that RD thank the Coalition for their work on this. 

 

5. future meetings and dates. 

The next two meetings will be held in North Wales. Dates and venues to be 

confirmed. 

 

There was a recommendation that disability poverty feature as a theme for a 

future meeting. 

 

 

 

 

   

 

   

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


